
....The Strings of Legacy



J y o t i  H e g d e  i s  a  r e n o w n e d  R u d r a v e e n a
m a e s t r o  o f  t h e  K h a n d a r b a n i  s t y l e  o f
D h r u p a d .  E m b r a c i n g  t h e  l e g a c y  o f  h e r
G u r u ,  U s t a d  A s a d  A l i  K h a n  S a h a b ,  s h e
s t a n d s  a s  h i s  s o l e  f e m a l e  d i s c i p l e  f o r  t h e
R u d r a v e e n a .  S h e  e m b r a c e d  n u m e r o u s
c h a l l e n g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a d o p t i n g  t h e
D h r u p a d  s t y l e  w h e n  i t  w a s  u n f a m i l i a r  i n
K a r n a t a k a  a n d  b e i n g  t h e  s o l e  t o r c h b e a r e r
o f  t h e  K h a n d a r b a n i  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e
R u d r a v e e n a .  Y e t ,  h e r  m u s i c a l  j o u r n e y  i s
r i c h l y  a d o r n e d  w i t h  i n f l u e n c e s  f r o m  t h e
e s t e e m e d  P a n d i t  I n d u d h a r  N i r o d y  o f  t h e
A g r a  G h a r a n a .  T h i s  a m a l g a m a t i o n  i s
e v i d e n t  i n  h e r  m e t i c u l o u s  a t t e n t i o n  t o
B a n d i s h ,  w h e r e  s h e  i n f u s e s  s u b t l e
n u a n c e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  A g r a  G h a r a n a .  H e r
m u s i c  i s  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  v i g o r ,  l i v e l i n e s s  a n d
s u b t l e  n u a n c e s ,  w h i c h  i s  s o u l  o f
K h a n d a r b a n i .  H e r  m e t h o d  o f  p r e s e n t i n g
R a a g  c a n  b e  l i k e n e d  a  f o r m  o f  w o r s h i p ,
w h e r e  s h e  s e a m l e s s l y  i n t e r t w i n e s  t h e
t e a c h i n g s  o f  h e r  g u r u s  w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i v i t y
o f  h e r  o w n  m i n d .

I n i t i a l l y  t r a i n e d  i n  S i t a r  a n d  R u d r a v e e n a
i n  K h a y a l  s t y l e  u n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  D r .
B i n d u  M a d h a v  P a t h a k ,  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e
K i r a n a  G h a r a n a ,  J y o t i  H e g d e  l a t e r  f o u n d
h e r  t r u e  p a s s i o n  i n  t h e  R u d r a v e e n a  o f  t h e
D h r u p a d  t r a d i t i o n .  S h e  f e l t  d e e p l y  d r a w n
t o  t h e  o l d e s t  a n d  p u r e s t  g e n r e  o f  I n d i a n
m u s i c  -  D h r u p a d .  



She holds a position of A + Top grade artist of AIR in Rudraveena. Her music has graced stages across the globe,
including prestigious events such as the Darbar Festival in London, where she appeared twice in 2014 and 2023.
Additionally, she has showcased her music in various countries including UK, France, Portugal, the USA, and Abu
Dhabi. She has been honored with the Dhrupadmani Award, Nada-nidhi Award, Sardar Patel National Integration
Award, Madhuwan Ratna Purskar, Kanakshree Puraskar, and numerous other accolades. A documentary named
'Unparalleled', directed by Rajesh Bhatia, delves into her life. One of her notable recordings is the album titled 'Rare
Instruments – Rudraveena' produced by ASA Productions. Born into a household of a Forest Officer, she has been
intimately connected with nature since her childhood days. 

The serenity of rural living has consistently inspired her quest to discover the unheard music of nature. Presently, she
lives a quite farm life alongside her husband, who is an agriculturist, and her students near Sirsi. She runs ‘Veenagram’
Gurukul, under Himalayan Universal Trust, established by her, where students immerse themselves in learning
Rudraveena, Sitar, and the Dhrupad style. Numerous students have emerged from the Gurukul and now showcase
their talents independently, reflecting their individual merit. She finds joy in farming, gardening, and various other life
skills and arts. Her deep-rooted connection with the earth likely explains her inherently down-to-earth nature. She
remains steadfast in preserving the esteemed legacy of her gurus, serving as a guiding light for a tradition that is
increasingly fading in modern times. She firmly believes in safeguarding the tradition and elevating its legacy to
greater heights, ensuring its beauty and ethos. 

For her, staying true to tradition doesn't mean stagnation, but rather a deep appreciation and understanding of
our rich legacy. She follows the traditional method of playing the Rudraveena, which fosters a profound
connection with the player's body. In the traditional posture, the Rudraveena rests entirely upon the body, its
resonant sound waves exerting a profound impact that guides the practitioner along the path of Naad-Yog. Her
music is an eloquent language of strings, where sound of Rudraveena becomes a voice. While her style is
predominantly influenced by Ustad Asad Ali Khan, her distinct nature infuses purity, serenity, and resilience into
her music.  She is a frequent performer at numerous national and international music festivals, in high demand
for her performances worldwide. 



Dr Bindu Madhav Pathak Pt Indudhar Nirody Ust Asad Ali Khan

Dr. Bindu Madhav Pathak was a renowned master of both the Rudraveena and the Sitar, known for his adherence to
the Kirana style. Jyoti Hegde began her musical journey under his tutelage, starting with the Sitar and later
transitioning to the Rudraveena. Her initial training in these instruments was guided by his expertise.

Pt. Indudhar Nirody is a true gem and a highly respected vocalist of the Agra Gharana. While he is a stickler of
tradition, he brings a remarkable imagination to his improvisations, enhancing the aesthetic depth of the Bandish-s.
Renowned for his expertise in the Agra Gharana vocal style, he is also adept at performing Dhrupad-Dhamar. Jyoti
Hegde spent several years under his guidance, deeply immersing herself in the nuances of the Dhrupad style and
studying its intricacies with him.

Ustad Asad Ali Khan is a distinguished figure in the world of Indian classical music as great Rudraveena maestro. He
represents the rich heritage of the Khandarbani school of Dhrupad. Jyoti Hegde had the privilege of learning from Khan
Sahab for several years. Under his expert guidance, she received extensive Taleem in the Khandarbani style of
Dhrupad, gaining invaluable insights into the nuances.



G R E A T  P I L G R I M S

Receiving award from Vid. Gangubai Hangal blessings are the most expensive gifts -
with Wadali Brothers

With none other than Vid. Prabha Atre A true gem - Vid. Ashwini Bhide With S P Balsubramanyam

Moments from Darbar festival 2023



H i m a l a y a n  U n i v e r s a l  T r u s t

The Himalayan Universal Trust, established by Vid. Jyoti Hegde, is dedicated to advancing the authentic essence of Indian Classical
Music, with a special focus on the Dhrupad genre and the Rudraveena instrument. The Trust has made significant contributions to the
Indian Classical Music community by organizing numerous concerts, seminars, music festivals, and workshops across the country.
Notable annual events hosted by the Trust include ‘Anand Spandan,’ ‘Anand Gulaal,’ and ‘Anand Malhar; etc.

The Trust also partners with educational institutions and organizations, such as BITS Pilani (Goa) and IMS, to facilitate various cultural
activities. It has honored esteemed artists like Pt. Vinayak Torvi, Pt. Venkatesh Kumar, and Pt. Gundecha Bandhu with the ‘Swami Rama
Pratibha Sanmaan.’

The Himalayan Universal Trust is committed to preserving the rare Rudraveena instrument and the ancient Dhrupad genre. Its board
members, who are highly respected in the field, strive to enrich the cultural and musical landscape of the country.

The ‘Swami Rama Veenagram’ Gurukul, located in the picturesque Sirsi region, is a learning center under the Trust’s aegis. This Gurukul
aims to foster a deep, thoughtful approach to music, encouraging students to perceive it as an integral aspect of holistic living.



 VEENAGRAM GURUKUL
An inclusive journey of music



नव गति, नव लय, ताल छंद नव
नवल कं ठ, नव जलद मन्द्र रव
नव नभ के  नव विहग वृंद को,
नव पर नव स्वर दे ।
वर दे, वीणावादिनि वर दे ॥
                  - सूर्यकांत त्रिपाठी निराला

Art forms taught

DHRUPAD KHAYAL
RUDRAVEENA SITAR
NAAD-YOGA

Harmony with Music

FARMING
GAUSHALA
STUDYING HERBS



Inspired by the traditional musical ideologies of Gurukul, Rudraveena exponent Vidushi Jyoti Hegde founded
Veenagram. The Veenagram Gurukul is situated in Sirsi, Uttara Kannada, in a region known for its extremely rich forests.
A large Arecanut orchard, a farm with abundant yields, cattle and trees makes an incredible atmosphere for music. A
variety of medicinal plants can be seen in the periphery of the Gurukul. Students come from various corners of the
world to learn Rudraveena and Sitar from Jyoti Hegde Ji. It is exceptional to see female Rudraveena players. 

However, there are many female Rudraveena learners in Gurukul. Many students of Swami Rama Veenagram Gurukul are
now performing Rudraveena & Sitar on various platforms. Few of the students has been selected for Pt. Bhimsen Joshi
Yuva Scholarship of Directorate of Cultural affairs, Maharashtra for the year 2024-25. She has also been selected as a
research intern in Nadsadhna Institute for Indian Music & Research Centre. The Veenagram Gurukul also aims to make
the younger generation evolve with music and learn the art of joyful living. They try to inculcate Indian traditions in their
lives to understand life in harmony with nature. 

जोर जोर से खण्डार गावे, मधु बोले से नौहर लेवे | 
साँस बड़ी है गौहर की, आलापचारी है डागुर की ||





Yakshagaana
An elaborate dance-drama performance unique to Karnataka

By Shivanand Hegde Idagunji Mela

Organized by Himalayan Universal Trust



Organised by Himalayan Universal Trust in the memory of Dr Bindu Madhav Pathak
Anand Spandan have been organised at various locations including Kanpur, Dharwad

ANAND SPANDAN





ANAND GULAL
Organised by Himalayan Universal Trust

Anand Gulal was held in Kanpur, UP



SUR SANGAM
Organised by Himalayan Universal Trust in collaboration with BITS Pilani, Goa



RUDRAVEENA FESTIVAL
Organised by Himalayan Universal Trust in collaboration with Anam Prem, Ravindra Kala Kshetra, 

Bangalore





Significance of Rudraveena
Seminar organized by Himalayan Universal Trust in collaboration with Anam Prem 

Bangalore



Anand Malhar 
Organised by Himalayan Universal Trust in Sirsi town 



Navhind Times (NT Buzz)
Tribune Lifestyle
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VEENAGRAM
An inclusive journey of music

The Veenagram Gurukul, Hebballi, 
Ekkambi, Uttara Kannada, 
Karnataka, Pin code: 581358

9449107407 rudraveenajyoti@gmail.com

www.jyotihegde.com

http://www.jyotihegde.com/

